Please open your Bibles with me to Philippians chapter 1. Philippians chapter 1, I'm going to
read from verse 20 to 26. Philippians 1, 20 to 26. For to me, well, 21, let's do 21. For to me,
living Ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo,
ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, | long to go and be with Christ, which will
be far better for me.

But for your sakes, it is better that | continue to live. Knowing this, | am convinced that | will
remain alive so | can continue to help all of you grow and experience the joy of your faith. Verse
26. And when | come to you again, you will have even more reason to take pride in Christ Jesus
because of what He is doing through me. It is a fact of life that 2025 is wrapping up.

And if we're honest with ourselves, 2025 yiyo yiyo yiyo yiyo yiyo yiyo yiyo yiyo yiyo yiyo yiyo yiyo
yiyo yiyo yiyo.

Ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo
ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo
ndiyo ndiyo What I've learnt by experience is time never goes backward. Time is always moving
forward. Whether | want it to move, it's going to move. Whether | don't want it to move, it's going
to move. There is a forward progression with time.

Yesterday is gone. Last month is gone. This year, next Sunday, we'll be saying it's gone. Amen?
Well, it doesn't matter what we do, we cannot relieve what is past.

You know, there are a couple of examples in scripture. We like to be balanced when we preach
and teach. There's a couple of examples in scripture where God did a supernatural thing, an
extraordinary thing. There's a story of Isaiah, in Isaiah 38, | believe the 8th verse, where he
cried to the Lord. They told him he was going to die and he was not ready to die.

So he cried to God. He said, I've done all these wonderful things for you. Why are you taking me
out so soon? So the Lord said, | will add 15 years to your years. And to prove to you that | have
spoken, he said, | will move the shadow back 10 steps.

So God actually turned the hand of the clock backwards just to show his mighty, awesome
power. That is not an everyday expectation. That was a supernatural move of God. There's
another example in Joshua, Joshua chapter 10. You read the 12th and the second verse.

The children of Israel were at war Ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo
ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo
ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo
So generally in life, time is always progressing. So stop wishing you can go back and fix things.
You can't. What is done is what? Is done.

Is done. What has happened has happened. We cannot go back and change things. But we can



change things in the present and as we move into the future. The title of our sermon this
morning is Forward-Looking.

| want you to preach that to your neighbor. Tell them be forward-looking. The past was good or it
was ugly. Whatever it was, face forward and be forward-looking. The songwriter says, yesterday
is gone, today | am renewed.

Yesterday is gone, today I'm renewed. For us to have full benefit of the future, there are certain
things that must happen. The number one thing that I'm encouraging everyone to do ...is to hit
the reset button. Look at your neighbor and say, hit the reset button. They are not preaching
well.

Preach to the other neighbor. Hit the reset button. A reset is not what you might think. Research
is simply intentionally. Somebody say intentionally.

It's not an accident. It's not a passive thing. You intentionally stop to reassess and review things.
It's a deliberate move that you make to stop and reassess your current situation to see how you
got there. Ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo
ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo ndiyo If your waistline
is supposed to be, | don't know, 36, and right now you're at 42, you know?

Probably you know somebody else that is at 48. You say, I'm doing well. No, you're not.

No, you're not. So if you're going to set a goal, you have to first of all reassess things. Where
you are today, how did you get there? Whether good or bad. When people talk about forget the
past, usually the sense is forget all the bad things.

But do you know the good things also can prevent you from entering into a greater level?
Because you keep reliving past victories. Amen? So today | want to talk to you on three quick
outlines. Number one is to go forward after a reset.

Number one thing you must do, you must focus on the mission. Too many people allow their
current situation to define who they are. So because | have a good job, I'm making good money,
therefore I'm successful.

or because I'm married, | have children, unlike some other people, I'm successful. It's important
that you don't allow your current situation to define who you are. Why? Because life is in
constant motion and things constantly are changing. So if your definition of yourself is where
you are, it means if where you are changes, Walao, walao, walao, walao, walao, walao, walao,
walao, walao, walao, walao, walao, walao, walao, walao, walao, walao, walao, walao, walao,
walao, walao, walao, walao, walao, walao, walao, walao, walao, walao, walao, walao, walao,
Amen.



The text that we have read, if you read it contextually, you will see this was definitely not the
case for the apostle Paul that wrote this letter to the church at Philippi. In Philippians 1, 12 and
13, for example, Philippians 1, 12 and 13, he says, and | want you to know, he's writing to the
church, he says, | want you to know, my dear brothers and sisters, that everything that has
happened to me here has helped to spread the good news. What is he saying? He's saying
Mwenye sitwasyoni hiyo hiyo wakati wakati wakati wakati wakati wakati wakati wakati wakati
wakati wakati wakati wakati wakati wakati wakati wakati wakati wakati wakati wakati wakati
wakati wakati wakati wakati wakati wakati wakati wakati wakati wakati wakati wakati wakati
wakati wakati wakati He said, for everyone here, including the whole palace guard, knows that |
am in chains because of Christ. What he's saying is simple.

He's saying, this was supposed to be a setback, but | have flipped it on its head and | have
turned it to a setup. The only way you can do that is if you are living a mission-oriented life.
Apostole Paul knew his mission. His mission was to preach and teach the gospel. So it didn't
matter where you put him, whether he was in the king's palace dining with the king, or he was in
the prison, in chains, it did not define who he was.

He said, by reason of the supposed setback, I'm able to even fulfill my life mission the more. So
maybe you lost your job and now you are sad. You have more time on your hand. Perhaps you
can preach the gospel to those that need to hear the gospel. There is a coin, a gold coin that
belongs to you that is inside of a fish today.

As you minister the gospel, you minister the truth to them, they will give up that gold coin and
hand it to you. Praise the Lord. There's a gentleman that called me yesterday. You know the
little things we do sometimes, we don't know how it touches and impacts people. This guy is like
a gift that keeps giving.

| knew him long ago. Convention, we do convention. He was the guy that was doing the CD.

They would record the whole convention and burn it on CD and sell. So yesterday, he was
thanking me again. | don't know how many times he has thanked me. But yesterday, he was
thanking me again. Oh, pastor, | can never forget those days.

We will be in our corner. You will send food and send water to us." It was no big deal. We had
plenty enough to spare and we were sharing. Amen? Until today, he's grateful.

In fact, he gave me an information that changed the course of my life in 2019. Dramatically
changed my life. So there is somebody that has something in their hand that God himself has
placed in their hand for you. But until you connect with them the right way that God has
intended, they will not give up that puzzle of your life that is in their hand. So, be mission
focused.

Apostle Paul was saying, in spite of his imprisonment, the imprisonment has even enabled the



mission for his life. Where you are working is a mission field. The people that you have influence
over, they are a mission field for you. Are you doing the work? In the text that we read, from
verse 21 to 23, it says, for me, living means living for Christ.

Amen? For me, living simply means living for Christ. And even dying in His death is a | would
love to die so | can be with Jesus. So the whole definition of his mission in life is one. You can
summarize in one word, Christ.

That was all he lived for. Amen? If | were to ask you, what is your life mission? Will it be career?
Comfort?

FAME. To be known all over the world. Amen? You know I've been... | stopped at Instagram.

You know, we started with Facebook, then Instagram came, | joined that one, they said there's
Snapchat, you know, there's TikTok. I'm like, this is where | stop. I'm not going any further than
this. So maybe I'm dating myself, that's okay. But it's too much.

And all the while that I've been putting things on Instagram, maybe a few, couple of hundred
views, whatever, until last week when | put the choir. Now | have 4,000 views. | have 1,600
views. What am | saying? It's not about you.

Amen? It's not about you. It's not about me. It's about Christ. It's not about seeking approval of
others.

It's all about Christ. The only meaning to life is found in Christ. Apostle Paul summed up his life
as a whole as a mission for Christ. Hallelujah. Three things that | want you to note here.

Number one, when we talk about focusing on the mission, number one, | want you to
understand that your mind, your mind is a magnifying glass. Whatever you focus your mind on
gets bigger, it gets larger. It is why dwelling on those past mistakes and errors, they don't serve
you well. Because the more you look at it, the bigger the problem becomes. And you all know
this.

In time past, you've had a situation that seemed like, this situation is so terrible, | don't know
how I'm going to get out of this. This is an impossible situation, you thought, until you got over it.
After you got over it, you are thinking back on it and say, what was wrong with me? Why was |
so worried? Praise the Lord.

Everything, the Bible says, this and it came to pass. It means whatever you are going through, it
will pass. Amen? Whatever it is, it will what? It will pass.

When you focus, focus on the good. Tell your neighbor, say, focus on the good. That is why the
Bible says every thought that is good, that is of good report, you know, is there praise in it. It



says, think on these things. Think on these things.

Think on these things. Kena kutubu, kutubu, kutubu, kutubu, kutubu, kutubu, kutubu, kutubu,
kutubu, kutubu, kutubu, kutubu, kutubu, kutubu, | said, what? And | think that was around when,
kutubu, between Kaduna and Abuja, there was an attack on a train. She said, but it's safe. She
twisted my arm.

| said, okay, go. She went, she did videos and all of that. But one thing she's always telling me
is, sweetheart, bandits can never be operating where I'm going through. He said, if they are
operating, they either operate after | leave or before | get there. He said, but it will never
happen.

You know why? Her confidence is in God. She's focused on the good. You know what Job said?
He said, the thing | fear the most has come upon me.

Amen? He said, what | fear the most has come upon me. So number one, understand that your
mind is a magnifying glass. That is why the Bible says we must renew our mind. He said, your
heart, out of your heart, the issues of life flow.

Guard your heart. Guard your heart. Guard what goes in. Because what goes in will ultimately
determine what you focus on. So guard your heart.

Focus on the mission by renewing your mind. The scripture says let God transform you to a new
man by changing the way you think. Emane. Emane. Emane.

Emane. Emane. Emane.
Emane. Emane. Emane. Emane. Emane.
Emane. Emane. Emane. Emane.

Daniel ade Nero, I've known him since he was maybe nine. But he's a big boy now. No, a big
man. The Daniel | knew 22 years ago is not the Daniel that exists now. For me to want to relate
with Daniel based on how things were 22 years ago is foolish.

In fact, we won't have any relationship. It is why it is important for us to allow God to continually
renew our mind and renew our thinking. In verse 27, Apostle Paul wrote, Philippians chapter 1
verse 27, he says, Above all, you must live as citizens of heaven, conducting yourselves in a
manner worthy of the good news about Christ. What's he saying? He's saying you have a
greater and a higher purpose in life.

Beyond money, beyond career, beyond family, beyond all of that. He's saying above all, above
all, you must live as citizens of the kingdom.



You and |, our life, when people see us, they should be able to see a difference and say, what's
up with this guy? Ndiyo? Ndiyo kwa'nna kwa'nna kwa'nna kwa'nna kwa'nna kwa'nna kwa'nna
kwa'nna kwa'nna kwa'nna kwa'nna kwa'nna kwa'nna kwa'nna kwa'nna kwa'nna kwa'nna
kwa'nna kwa'nna kwa'nna kwa'nna kwa'nna kwa'nna kwa'nna kwa'nna kwa'nna kwa'nna
kwa'nna kwa'nna kwa'nna kwa'nna kwa'nna kwa'nna Fakta you failed before, perhaps the time
was not right for it. | was watching a documentary on Citroén. How many of us know Citroén?

Okay. Okay, | guess the people that know it are dating. You know, Citroén back in those days,
when you see a Citroén car, when it parks, the back goes down, the suspension. It was using air
suspension. Ndiyo ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo,
ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, ndiyo, If the
suspension had a problem, everybody was used to the spring and shock absorber.

Nobody could do it. So, the fact that you failed before, it could just mean that you went ndiyo,
ahead of your time. And God is nudging you to start again. Amen? So, do what?

Start again. Do it again. The atmosphere, the conditions are right. Now, go take another stab at
it. Isaiah 43, 18 and 19.

Isaiah 43, 18 and 19. He said, but forget all that. It is nothing compared to what | am going to
do. The success, the failure, forget all of that. It's a new season for you.

Okay. The pastor's calling. It's a new season. It's a new season. It's a new season.

You know, I'm trying to take interest in some kind of sports. So in my house, everybody was
asking me, Daddy, you've been watching basketball. You are not a basketball fan. | said, | want
to be a fan of something. So I'm trying.

I'm watching basketball. Ndiyo, nilo, nilo, nilo, nilo, nilo, nilo, nilo, nilo, nilo, nilo, nilo, nilo, nilo,
nilo, nilo, nilo, nilo, nilo, nilo, nilo, nilo, nilo, nilo, nilo, nilo, nilo, nilo, n It's the time for you to be
lifted up. It's the time for you to be promoted. You are looking forward to the great and mighty
things that God wants to do in your life. Don't let what is past blind you from what is coming.

Amen? Don't let what is past Mabuhayo mabuhayo mabuhayo mabuhayo mabuhayo mabuhayo
mabuhayo mabuhayo mabuhayo mabuhayo mabuhayo Next year, 2026 will be a great year for
you. It will be a great year for me. In the mighty name of Jesus. Apostle Paul in Philippians
chapter 3 emphasizes the same point.

In verse 14, he says, | press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for
which God, through Christ, is calling me. Let's start from 13. He said, no, dear brothers and
sisters, | have not achieved it, but | focus on this one thing, forgetting the past and looking
forward to what lies ahead. Amen. Wat is this saying?



It's saying what is ahead is better than what has passed.

Amen? What is ahead of you is better than what has passed. So if you are still reeling in the
success of the past, God is saying, | have better for you. | have better for you. You know, you
might own a couple of real estate, Lakin, God is saying, | want to build you a city.

So compare a couple of real estate to a city. Hallelujah. Forgetting is an intentional thing. It
doesn't just happen. If it just happens, there's a diagnosis for it.

Amnesia and it's not good. So God is not saying develop amnesia or deny the past. He's saying
intentionally say God has something ahead, God has something better and | look forward to
what God has ahead of me. Mabuhayi mabuhayi mabuhayi mabuhayi mabuhayi mabuhayi
mabuhayi mabuhayi mabuhayi mabuhayi mabuhayi mabuhayi mabuhayi mabuhayi mabuhayi
mabuhayi mabuhayi mabuhayi mabuhayi mabuhayi mabuhayi mabuhayi mabuhayi mabuhayi
mabuhayi mabuhayi mabuhayi mabuhayi mabuhayi mabuhayi mabuhayi mabuhayi mabuhayi
mabuhay Mabuti, mabuti, mabuti, mabuti, mabuti, mabuti, mabuti, mabuti, mabuti, mabuti,
mabuti, mabuti, mabuti, and GPS shows you your usual route, there's a long delay and plots
another route for you that will get you to your destination sooner. Amen?

You might think taking time to stop and plug the address in your GPS is a waste of your time,
but it's saving you time. The same thing, if you will wait upon the Lord in the morning before you
jump into the day, Perhaps God will drop things in your spirit that gets you ready for the day.
Amen? So, put false things first. Matthew chapter 6 verse 33.

It says, seek ye first the kingdom of God and its righteousness. It says, seek the kingdom of
God above all else and live righteously and He will give you everything you need. Everything we
need is in Him. Amen? Everything | desire, of course, in righteousness, if you are desiring
somebody else's wife, is not in God.

You know, everything | desire in righteousness is in God. And He is a good God that is willing,
able, and ready to give. Praise the Lord. Praise the living Jesus. Please rise to your feet as we
close this out.

The question | have for us today is, do we truly understand our life's mission? Amen? The
career | have, Christ has to be the alpha and the omega of it. So wherever | am, Christ is my
number one object of vision. And whatever I'm doing, | put Christ before all of it.

That is what it means to truly look forward. | encourage you today. The plans that God has for
you are good plans. He told the children of Israel, He said, My thoughts about you, My plans for
you are thoughts and plans of welfare, of good, not of evil, to bring you to an expected end. God
has a plan for you and it's a good plan.



I want you to lift up both hands to heaven and say, Father, in the name of Jesus. | surrender my
will, my thoughts, my intellect, my purpose. | submit all unto you and | put you above all else. In
my life, take your place. Be number one.

| give you the number one priority and everything else & &ii &ii &ii &ii &ii &ii &ii &ii &ii &ii i &ii ¢@p
Na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a
na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a
na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a na'a na' of the master. And every one of us, you, me, every one of us,
we're going to give account of the life that we have lived. Do not elevate anything above Christ.
Do not put anything ahead of Christ. He's the one that came and laid down his life for you and I.

Hallelujah. Father, we thank you. Jehovah, we give you praise. We worship, we adore you.
Thank you for your word.

Thank you for your faithfulness. Thank you for the great future you have for us. Thank you for
what is ahead of us. Thank you for the years past. And thank you for what is yet to come.

We give you glory and we give you honor. In Jesus' mighty name, | have prayed. Amen.
Hallelujah.



